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Important Notice
About receiving future copies of The Resource Newsletter
Due to our increasing postage costs, and the fact that we now post every newsletter online, we will be
trimming our mailing list.

Look at your address label: If your address label has a series of stars after your name, then you will need to
notify us if you are still interested in receiving a printed newsletter. You may notify us by phone (951/686-
9837), by email (dyslexiainfo@gmail.com), or by a letter/postcard (5225 Canyon Crest Dr., Suite 71-308,
Riverside 92507).

What is Response-to-Intervention (RTI)?
The RTI process is a multi-step approach to providing services and interventions to students who struggle
with learning at increasing levels of intensity. The progress students make at each stage of intervention is
closely monitored. Results of this monitoring are used to make decisions about the need for further research-
based instruction and/or intervention in general education, in special education, or both. The RTI process
has the potential to limit the amount of academic failure that any student experiences and to increase the
accuracy of special education evaluations. Its use could also reduce the number of children who are mistak-
enly identified as having learning disabilities when their learning problems are actually due to cultural
differences or lack of adequate instruction. Information and data gathered by an RTI process can lead to
earlier identification of children who have true disabilities and are in need of special education services.

A Parent’s Guide to
Response-to-Intervention*
By Candace Cortiella

by Greg Taber, IEB President-Elect

Have a House Party!

The airing of Demystifying Dyslexia on KVCR-TV, Channel 24 at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 25th, is
a great opportunity to have a few people over to view the show and learn more about dyslexia. Through
personal stories, educational best practices and the latest scientific research, Demystifying Dyslexia, hosted
by Olympic Gold Medalist Bruce Jenner, takes viewers on a journey of discovery about the challenges of
living and learning with the disability. Consider inviting friends, associates, parents, community leaders,
anyone who might share our mission. Contact Greg Taber at (951) 683-8744 or the IEB office at (951) 686-
9837 for more ideas.

Saturday, Sept. 22, &
Nov. 17, 2007  – Parent
Support Group for
Learning Differences,
(see pg. 2).
Tues., Oct. 2, 2007
Free Community
Meeting presenting
Ennis’ Gift, the DVD,
at the Riverside County
Office of Education
(see pg. 11).
Jan. 25 & 26, 2008
“Research to Practice”
Annual Conference at
the Riverside Marriott
(see pg. 7).
Board meetings—
Open to anyone with
the desire to make a
difference & enhance
awareness of language
learning differences.
Call the branch at 951/
686-9837 for location
and times.
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Parents! Teachers!
Looking For A Place To Discuss Learning Differences?
Despite the high percentage of children who are reading under grade level, parenting a struggling reader can
be a very lonely and painful road, can’t it? Dealing with the pangs and continuous educational struggles a
child faces can infiltrate the parent-child relationship. Plus, there are so many questions and seemingly few
answers. This is where we want to step in. Our Inland Empire Branch not only cordially invites you to join
us for our new monthly parent support group. It is our desire to provide support and encouragement to

you, but also to “arm” you with needed information; such as, what does the latest scientific research show
about how children can best learn to read and what are my educational rights under the law?

Each session will begin with a key topic that we will be addressing for that day. We welcome you to meet
and share your experiences with other parents of struggling-to-read children.

Our next parent support group meetings (also open to teachers and individuals of any age) will generally be
held on the third Saturday of each month (except October and December) at 10:00 a.m. The next meetings
are July 21, August 18, September 22, and November 17. We will meet at Victoria Garden’s Library in the
Children’s Reading Enrichment Center. We hope to see you there!

Date: Saturday at 10:00 a.m.—July 21, August 18, September 22, and November 17
Location: Victoria Garden’s Library, 12505 Cultural Center Drive, Rancho Cucamonga

Proclamations of Awareness
by Greg Taber, IEB President-Elect

The Inland Empire Branch of the International Dyslexia Association have asked
over 40 cities and 50 school districts across Inland Southern California to join
us in proclaiming October as “Dyslexia Awareness Month.” Contact Greg Taber
at (951) 683-8744 if you’d like to participate in the ceremonies in your area.

As this newsletter goes to press, we’re also contacting our California Assembly
members and Senators, asking that a statewide “Dyslexia Awareness Month”
resolution be passed in Sacramento; stay tuned for the results of our efforts.

Have you noticed?
Your Inland Empire Branch

is very active—won’t you join us?

Call 951•686•9837
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Look
for us
on-line!
www.dyslexia-ca.org

Thank you to
California Prime
Line and
Keyway.net of
Redlands for hosting
our website and
their donation of our
website service and
pages!!

A Message from Your President
by Regina G. Richards

Advertise
in this
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— —

Distribution
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3000
— —

Contact
us at

5225 Canyon
Crest Crest Dr.

Ste 71-308
Riverside, CA

92507

Dear Members and Friends of IEB,

Our branch is involved in organizing so many great projects…. We all hope that you will become involved
with us as a member, participant, and/or volunteer at an event.  After all, our mission is to help and inspire
kids through Knowledge – Individuality – Diversity – Shared responsibility.

Several years ago, the Board of Directors of The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) officially desig-
nated the month of October as National Dyslexia Awareness Month in an effort to promote greater
knowledge and understanding of dyslexia and related learning disabilities. Why? Because when a child does
not learn to read, his/her life is affected forever. Academically, socially, economically, and emotionally, these
individuals unnecessarily find themselves at risk. Teaching a child to read is a fundamental responsibility of
our educational system. IDA believes strongly that effective instruction depends on the qualitative prepara-
tion of our teaching corps and on-going professional development. If we give our teachers the right tools,
they will succeed and our children will also succeed.

Help us celebrate Dyslexia Awareness Month by attending one or more of our events. Check our web site
for future postings. Here are two of our main events:

Parents Support Group for teachers and parents searching for answers about their daily experiences
with children struggling to learn to read. Each session will being with a topic to stimulate the
discussion. Held at the Victoria Garden’s Library in the Children’s Reading Enrichment Center at
10:00 a.m. on Saturday, August 8th, September 22nd and November 17th. (See previous page )

Free Community Meeting – Ennis’ Gift, a DVD, plus simulations and accommodations for
children and adults who struggle with learning. Join us in this experiential event at the Riverside
County Office of Education Conference Center at 6:45 p.m. on Tuesday, October 2nd. (See page 11)

We will also be asking a variety of cities and school districts for a proclamation announcing Dyslexia
Awareness Month. We’d appreciate your help in going to various locations to pick up these proclamations.
If you are available and willing to do so, please contact us at dyslexiainfo@gmail.com. To see some of our
previous proclamations, go to our web page at www.dyslexia-ca.org and click on previous events.

Registration is now available for our next Annual Conference, Research to Practice. This year it will be at a
different and very wonderful location – the Riverside Marriott Hotel. Our dates are Friday, January 25 and
Saturday, January 26th, 2008. Our wonderful, top-notch speakers are:  (See flyer on page 7)

(1) Dr. George Hynd, Dean of the College of Educational studies and psychological sciences at
Purdue University. Topic: How Neurobiological Research in Reading Disabilities is Pointing the Way to
Understanding Autistic Spectrum Disorder.

(2) Duke Kelley, CEO of Education Illustrated (partner with Rich Allen). His specialty is brain-
based teaching and brain-friendly mathematics. Topic: Literacy in Mathematics.

Your Inland Empire Board of Directors invites your involvement in our wonderful branch. Please contact
us and we look forward to seeing you….

Let us put our minds together and see what life we can make for our children.
Sitting Bull, Lakota Sioux 1877
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Recording
For the
Blind &
Dyslexic®

Did you know?
More than 70 percent
of the people who use
RFB&D®’s recorded
textbooks have some
form of learning dis-
ability! If you or some-
one you know could
benefit from recorded
textbooks, call for infor-
mation about member-
ship . In InlandEmpire/
Orange County, call
909-949-4316, X107,
visit our website
www.rfbd.org/ieoc, or
call our national offices:
800-221-4792, and ask
for Customer Service.

Dyslexia Update — New rules call for big changes in how
schools help children with learning disabilities
A discussion with Emerson Dickman, President, International Dyslexia Association

For two decades, schools have determined whether
students have learning disabilities by comparing
their intelligence test scores to their academic
performance. That meant many children did not
get education support until at least third or fourth
grade—if not later.

But new federal rules—part of the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)—call for that to
change. Dyslexia Update talked to the president of
the International Dyslexia Association, Emerson
Dickman, about what the changes mean for
schools, teachers and students.

Q. The U.S. Department of Education in August,
2006, issued new rules for diagnosing and
offering services to children with learning
disabilities as part of IDEA. How important are
these changes?

A. It’s a huge deal. For the first time in many years,
we have the potential to intervene for the
benefit of children at risk of reading failure
before they actually experience failure. That’s
for two reasons: 1) The new rules de-emphasize
the severe discrepancy formula for identifying
children for services. 2) They emphasize a
process referred to as Response-To-Interven-
tion (RTI).

Q. What is Response-To-Intervention?

A. RTI is an alternative approach to providing
services to children found at risk and to identi-
fying children in need of special education. It
involves universal screening—you screen all
children in all classes to see who is at risk. If
they do not respond to scientific, research-based
core curriculum delivered by highly qualified
instructors, then you immediately intervene as
part of the general education. The child hasn’t
qualified for special ed. The child has not
failed. But the child has not responded to
traditional core curriculum.

Q. How are schools supposed to intervene?

A. Schools intervene by first providing a greater
intensity of instruction with a deceased stu-
dent/teacher ratio. Then they monitor progress
and graph the rate of growth on a regular basis,
say every two weeks, to ensure that the inter-
vention is working. If the child is not making
appropriate progress, then they intervene
further. Schools keep ratcheting up the inter-
vention until the child responds to the extent
that he/she is “closing the gap.”

Q. There’s an implication that schools have the
budget, staffing and wherewithal to do this.

A. It’s been recognized for a long time that local
school districts may lack the resources in terms
of staff, space, money and time to be able to
provide the interventions some children may
need. So a lot of the effort at the federal level
has been to focus on staff development and on
re-thinking traditional roles for educational
professionals. Our reading therapists, for
example, are being asked to provide teacher
training, to consult in the design of instruc-
tional programs, and to select appropriate
materials because of their special knowledge.

…These issues are being addressed by a variety
of conferences, forums, research etc. For
example, do we really need a teacher for the
earliest levels of intervention, or would a well-
constructed computer program that a student
uses on his own be effective for some children?
These kinds of things don’t cost any more
money. We really do have to brainstorm about
how we do this within a budget.

Q. Are there teeth in these new rules?

A. The consequences of not doing the job are not
tremendously clear.

Q. Which national organizations are looking at
how to implement these new rules?

A. We’ve already had a Perspectives (IDA’s educa-

Continued next pageContinued next column
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Definition:
Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is
neurological in origin. It is characterized by difficulties
with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by
poor spelling and decoding abilities. These difficulties
typically result from a deficit in the phonological
component of language that is often unexpected in
relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision
of effective classroom instruction. Secondary conse-
quences may include problems in reading comprehen-
sion and reduced reading experience that can impede
growth of vocabulary and background knowledge.

Adopted by the International Dyslexia Association
Board of Directors, November 20021189 Iowa Avenue, Riverside, CA 92507 951/787-0408

Educational �erapy also available in Murrieta: call 951/304-9656

Evaluations
Educational Therapy
Speech/Language
Therapy
Language Enrichment
Occupational Therapy
Private elementary
school for children with
learning disabilities

IG PRINGS EDUCATIONAL THERAPY CENTER &SCHOOL

tional journal) dedicated to Response to Intervention. The
National Center for Learning Disabilities (NRCLD) has an
excellent web site dedicated to Response to Intervention. The
White Paper from the forum we hosted in 2004 will be
published by IDA just prior to the November conference.
There’s a great deal of information published by the federal
government and the Office of Special Education Programs.
The National Center for Learning Disabilities has conference
web casts and up-to-date information on RTI.

Q. Are there some school districts that have already done this?

A. The short answer is yes. But I’m not sure there is any model
out there you would necessarily want to replicate as they’ve
done it…. There are researchers who have worked with
school districts who have implemented programs. Doug
Fuchs, Don Deshler, and Dan Reschley at the NRCLD—and
Barbara Foreman and Sarah Vaughn in Texas—have done a
great deal of excellent work in implementing workable
designs of RTI.

Q. What do the new rules mean for school principals and
educators?

A. For teachers and tutors, it means re-conceptualizing your role
in a number of different ways. Mentoring others, designing
programs, universal screening, monitoring progress etc.
Principals, as far as I’m concerned, are the ones who are going
to make the difference between success and failure. They have
to be committed to early intervention and prevention. They
will have to support their teachers, encourage staff develop-
ment, stand behind whole school screening and support
effective progress monitoring.

Q. What was wrong with the old system?

A. The requirement that a child exhibit a severe discrepancy
between aptitude and achievement before they got help
delayed intervention. Such a discrepancy could be related to a
number of causes not related to a learning disability. The
worse part was, by the time the school mobilized the re-
sources to meet the needs of the child, that child was not
only dealing with the underlying disability but also the sense
of failure.

For 20 years we have focused all of our efforts on curing and
none of our resources on preventing.

Definitely one problem has been this clear and unjustifiable
demarcation between general education and special educa-
tion. One of the benefits of No Child Left Behind and
Response to Intervention has been a blurring of those lines.
Special education can sometimes be used to provide services
that General Education doesn’t have at its disposal. Now, it
will be more of a joint mission.

Q. What does this mean for children with dyslexia?

A. The most obvious initial population for the application of
RTI is the child who is at risk of reading failure. Initially the
greatest effort will be in the field of reading. We have the
screening tools, the monitoring tools, the remedial tools
necessary to meet the needs of a differentiated population—
from mildly disabled to seriously disabled. The children with
the greatest need will get the greatest level of intervention.

Credit: Dyslexia Update, Upper Midwest Branch (UMBIDA) International
Dyslexia Association, Fall 2006.Continued next column

Dyslexia Update..., Continued from page 4




